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The Centrality of Communication in Semantic Theory:
A Review of Sub-theories
Abstract:

The goal of semantic theory is to arrive at the meaning of
words:s Ci)hraseSc and sentences in natural language. This is
achieved by interpreting the nature of the relationship between
these linguistic units and their meanings within theoretical
frameworks that diagnose systematic semantic relationships
between structure and meaning. This¢ in turn< provides an
explanation for the relationship between linguistic expressions
and the entities of the world. In this context« several sub-theories
of semantics emerge within the broader framework of semantic
theory. These sub-theories agree that communication is a
fundamental function of language« playing a crucial role in
semantic theory. This research posits that communication is a
fundamental concept for shaping sub-theories within semantic
theory. The research adopts a methodolo?y that includes the
description and analysis of a number of these sub-theories
belon?ing to three groups within semantic theory. The analysis
reveals that the concept of communication was the driving force
behind the development of the methodologies of these sub-
theories. The research concludes that communication is a
necessarﬁ concept for the development and application of
various theories within the main theory. This finding highlights
the centrality of communication in achieving the overall goal of
semantic theory in assigning meaning to the structures of
language.

Keywords ; Communication« language« semantic theory.
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